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B EVILACQUA, ELEANOR (NORA) SALEMME (1911-2012)

A gracious, generous and faith-filled woman, devoted wife and loving mother,
grandmother and great-grandmother, died peacefully in her home on June 25, 2012
with her family at her bedside. Eleanor was born September 22, 1911 to Angelarosa
Nicolais and Antonio Salemme in Cairano, Italy, Province of Avellino. In 1927, she
emigrated to the United States with her parents and one of two brothers. A year after
her arrival in Brooklyn, she met Michael Bevilacqua and following his completion of
medical school and residency, they married on September 7, 1935. They celebrated
75 years together until his death in July 2010. She was always his “Nora dear.”

A full-time homemaker, Eleanor assisted her husband during the early years of his
medical practice in New York. As the children grew, she began volunteering in their
schools. In 1958, the family moved to what is now Pinecrest. Because of her generous
nature and commitment to her church, she spent countless hours volunteering in
various parish, school and archdiocesan activities. She shared one of her many
creative talents by designing and crocheting delicate altar cloths and linens. She was a
volunteer at Epiphany Catholic School in South Miami, St. John Vianney College
Seminary in Miami, and the Dominican Retreat House now the Morningstar
Renewal Center, in Pinecrest. She was a member of and Spiritual Director for the
Women’s Catholic Club of St. Louis Parish in Pinecrest, a member of the Women’s
Club of Good Shepherd Parish in Kendale Lakes, a charter member of the former
Catholic Home for Children in Perrine, a member of the Legion of Mary and the
National Council of Catholic Women. In conjunction with her husband, she helped
to inaugurate the Parent Association at Christopher Columbus High School. Her
spaghetti and meatballs were always the hit of many school fundraisers. She also
enjoyed collaborating with her husband, Michael, in his various leadership roles in
Serra International locally, regionally and internationally.
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To acknowledge the breadth and quality of Eleanor’s service and generosity and the
example she set for others to share their talents and “treasure,” she was inducted into
the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusalem, USA holding the titles of
Lady of the Order, Lady Commander and Lady Grand Cross. For “giving personal
witness to the gift of salvation and the universal call to holiness of life to the glory of
Almighty God and the good of His holy people,” in 2005 then Archbishop of Miami,
John Clement Favalora, conferred upon Eleanor the highest honor in the
Archdiocese, Primum Regnum Dei. As supporters of Barry College, now University,
Eleanor and her husband received the “Order of the Flame.” In 1992, “the Year of the
Family” Barry University paid tribute to Eleanor and her husband by awarding them
honorary doctoral degrees.

As active and outgoing as Eleanor was on behalf of others, she experienced her
greatest enjoyment and fulfillment as a wife and mother. The door to the family
home was open to everyone, especially her children’s friends, who to this day talk
about her graciousness, generosity and Italian feasts. Everyone experienced Eleanor’s
affection and Italian warmth with a welcoming smile and embrace, and the persistent
question, “Did you eat?” She listened attentively and remembered the smallest detail
from conversations. You left her presence with a hug and kiss and a plea to come
back.

Eleanor will be greatly missed by her surviving children, Sister Linda M. Bevilacqua,
OP, Noreen R. Virgin, Olivia A. Bevilacqua and Joseph A. Bevilacqua and his wife,
Bunny; devoted and loving grandchildren Paul Virgin, Joseph M. Bevilacqua,
Nicholas Bevilacqua (Carla), Angela M. Lopez, (Sergio), and Cristina R. Vigne (Scott)
and delightful great-grandchildren, Joseph Michael and Michael Rafael Bevilacqua,
Olivia Marie and Anthony Sergio Lopez, Sophia Nicole and Rocco Michael
Bevilacqua, Remy Michael and Enzo Andre Vigne; sister-in-law, Madeline Langan,
and brother-in-law, Frank Bevilacqua (Marj), many nieces, nephews and godchildren.
She was pre-deceased by Michael, her husband of seventy-five years, her parents,
two brothers, and her son, Michael Louis.

There will be no viewing or wake service. A Funeral Mass will be celebrated on
Friday, June 29, at Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church, 11291 SW 142 Avenue, at
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10:30 am. Starting at 9:30 am the family will welcome friends at the Church.
Following the Mass, Eleanor will be laid to rest with her husband at Our Lady of
Mercy Cemetery.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made in memory of Eleanor Bevilacqua to
Barry University through the University’s Office of Institutional Advancement.
On line messages may be sent to the family through:

VanOrsdel- Kendall 305-279-6644

www.VanOrsdel.com

MiamiHerald.com/obituaries
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Events

Service

= Friday, June 29, 2012
(O 10:30 AM - 11:30 AM ET

(© OurLady Of Lourdes
11291 SW 142 Avenue, Miami FL

Cemetery Details

@ Our Lady of Mercy Catholic Cemetery
11411 NW 25th Street, Miami FL
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Cecelia Jensen lit a candle in honor of Eleanor.
.‘k“"‘
July 3 at 4:47 AM

Cecelia Jensen posted:

Dear Sister Linda and FamilyWe are so sorry for the loss of your mother, but also know she is in a
beautiful place now. You have another angel watching over you and your family. You are in our
thoughts and prayers!Jeff & Celia Jensen

July 3 at 4:47 AM

Khaled Deeb posted:

Dear President Sister Linda Bevilacqua,l am so sorry for your loss and | offer you my sincere
condolensces to you and your family. May she rest in peace.Love and God Blesses!!Khaled Deeb

June 29 at 11:24 AM

Harriet Meermann posted:

Dear Bevilacqua Family,We send our sympathy and prayers at this time of loss of your mother and
grandmother.Harriet Meermann and Family(Heinrich and Marty)

June 28 at 4:28 PM

Monica Kleb posted:

Our sincere condolensces to the Bevilacqua Family. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.Jim and
Monica KlebGeneral Plumbing

June 27 at 10:33 AM

Danny Micin posted:

Dear Joe, | sincerely hope that all beautiful memories of your mom help to mitigate in part this time of
sorrow. You and your family were blessed to enjoy her for so many years.God bless you and give her
the eternal rest.Danny and Lily Micin

June 27 at 5:58 AM
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Greta L. Moncayo posted:

Sister Linda and Family,You all are in my thoughts and prayers. | am very sorry for your loss but |
know that you all are finding peace that your mom is with the Lord now. Know that you have many
people praying for and thinking about you all during this time."For the Lord himself will descend from
heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.
Therefore encourage one another with these words." ~1 Thessalonians 4:16-18~Love and God Bless
Always,Greta L. Moncayo, Barry University

June 26 at 11:16 AM

@ Gary Sheckman June 28 at 12:42 PM
Joe,We're so sorry for your loss.The Sheckman Family

@ Dart Humeston June 27 at 4:27 AM

Sister Linda & Family,Prayers for comfort for you& yours during this time.Dart"l have told you
these things so that you will have peace of heart and mind, Here on earth you will have many
trials and sorrows, but cheer up, for | have overcome the world" - John 16:33
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Eleanor by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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